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Falrey Swordfish Micl Torpedo Sp Roc LATH0/682
821 Squadron, HMS Ark Royal, Home Fleat, Summer 1939

#21 Sguedron continued 1o apply their tapering fuselage band to their
aircraft after thalr move 1o HMS Ark Royal in early 1939, The broad
biue fin band probably dencting this aircrafl as belenging to a flight
leader, Fuselage roundels ware 25° in diameter. Wing roundels were
55" in diamater. Fuselsge and rudder serials ware in black and 8° in
haight on the fuselage and & in height on Ihe rudder

Refarence used: p.206 ‘Fairey Swordfieh - Arcraft in Detall by Alan W
Hall and lan Huntley, Scale Aircrafl Modelling, April 1984
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Littier evidence exisls @8 0 whelher e special recognition markengs on 808
Squadron's Skuas were kept once aboard HMS lllustrioss. | s probabie that
tne factory finish for L3011 would have besn Extra Dark Sea Gray/Dark Slate
Grey camouflage with Sy Grey lower and under surfaces. The special
recognition mankings woukd have been appled at one of the shore bases with
distemper paints. As thess were of 8 lmporacy nalure, once operating from
HME llustrious, B0E Sgquadron’s Skuas may have reverted o their sea-going
scheme, Nole that L3011 was, at this poinl in time, already marked up with fin
codes 'LEST, designating it an aircraft from HMS lllustrious. Fuselage roundels
ware approgimately 30° in diamater. Upper wing roundets were approximately
40" in dsameter. Fuselage serials were approximately 4° in height and in black
ar Might

Relerence used: p.7 'Fleet Alr Arm - British Carner Awiabon, 1938-1945' by
Rion Mackay, Squadron'Ssgnal Publications 2001

Blackburn Skua || L3011/LEG 806 Squadron, Eastisigh, late 1339

In 1839, 806 Squadron hag been alocated to the newly buill aircral
carnier, HMS [Bustrious. However, white launched in Apal 1938, the ship
was nol commiasionad until May 1940, Part of the 'working up” perod for
BOG Sguadnon was therefore camied out at RNAS Easliesgh. Inlerestingly,
L3011 carries all the standard camoufiage and markings for this period
plus the speckal recognition cotours of white pOR wing and black starboard
wing. The special recognition scheme was inlended for RAF fighler
aircraft. But the Skua and s sister alrcraft, the Roc, were both also
clagsed as ‘fighters' and as BOE Sguadron were operating frem a shore
base and over land, it was deemed lhat FAA aircrafl, in these
circumstances. should also be given the special recognition traatment.




For over a decade (e Fairey Flycalcher sarved as the Fad's
front-line fighter. it served in &l aircraf camers of its day and,
as a seaplans, with many of the Balle ang Cruiser
SBguadrons. Hs small size and abdily fo be easdy dismanlbed
and stowed away was ideal for the carriar's hangar decks, &
familiar sight on board HMS Furous, Coursgeous and
Glorious was the take off of Fiycalchers from the lonwand
hangar below the main fight deck. This 60 foot runwiy was
ample for the Fiycatcher 1o become arbome, Batwesn 1523
and 1930 Fairy produced a lofal of 192 Flycalchers for the
FAaA, 403 and 406 Flghts were tha last unids o aperale he
aircraft, exchanging them for Hawker Osprays in June 1834
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Falrey Flycatcher Fleet Fighter N98231 402 Flight, HMS Eagle,
Mediterranean Flest, 1927,

W93 was the Fight Commanders aircrafl, beanng the number "' on the
fuselaga band and naval signal flag “1" in the centre of the upper wings. Alsc
as another distinguishing mark, the commander's aircraft camied 8 black band
Beslween the two upper wing roundeds, Note aise the distinctive fuselage band
forming & chivron rather than the standard forward or afl sloping Band. AL this
time 402 Flight carried silver numbere with white oullines as opposed fo the
maore conventional plain white numbers. The Flight number senes 1-7 changed
to 21-27 in 19259, Upper and lower wing roundels ware approximately 687 in
deameter. Fusalage and rudoer senals were B° in haight and in black with white
ousllines

Redorence used p.10 'Faireys First Fleat Fighter by Hay Sturiivan] Adr
Enthusiast Mo.37, Pilot Press Lid 19588
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Hawker Nimrod | Flest Fighter S1634/578 B02 Squadron,
HMS Glorlous, Madilerranaan Flest, 1838,
51634 s depicted in the markings used late in her senice career.

Initially starting service with 'C’ Fight at RAF Base. Gosport in 1834,
51634 than josnad HMS Glorious in July 1835, Her tour of duty was
shorl-lived as the aircraft sufferad a fatal accident a year later.
spinning into the ground near Aboukir. The aircraft carmed the
standard yellow diamonds and bars markings of 802 Squadron on
her uppar wing. Unusual however, are the three central diamonds
painted in white. Possibly this was a form of command identfication.
MNote also the continuation of large roundsls on the upper wings. well
after the Introduction of smaller roundels in 1934, Fuselage roundels
were approximataly 25° in diameder. Upper wing roundaels were
approximatedy 507 diametar. Under wing roundels ware
approximatedy 35" diameter. Rudder senals were approximataly 8° in
haght and b Diack. 3

Refarance usad: p.58 'Fleed Air Arm Aircraft, Units and Ships 1920 to
193%° by Ray Sturlivant with Dick Cronin, Air-Britain (Historians) Lbd.
988






Model Alliance Decals - UK & The Aviation Workshop are trading names of

The Aviation Workshop Publications Ltd & Gary Madgwick.
The On-Target Publications, AlRframe Journal, Spot-Lights & Conflict

[AirWars are all names registered to The Aviation Workshop

Publications Ltd and may not be used without the permission in writing

of the The Aviation Workshop Publications Ltd.
These decals and all artwork are copyright The Aviation Workshop
Publications Ltd ZD0%

Decals Instructions:
These decals are a high guality product produced for Model Alliance Decals - UK by
Fantasy Print Shop. The decals are very thin but very strong and flexible.

1. Before painting the model, clean with ‘Model Wipes'. This cleans the grease and any dust from
the surface.

2. We recommend that you wear ‘Model Gloves’ to handle the model whilst preparing it for painting.

3. For best results, spray the model with a Light Grey primer, any defects can then be made good.

4. For demarcation and camoufiage lines, we recommend that you use Masking Film.

5. If you wish to use a decal fixing and finishing system, we recommend you use the Microscale System, do
not use strong decals solvents such as Solvaset.

6 Once you are happy with the painting of the model, coat it in a clear gloss finish, this can either be over the
entire model if the model is finished glossy or spot gloss finish in the area’s that have a decal. A good surface
finish are clear floor shine’s such as Johnson wax - Klear. This is sold under different names arcund the world.
Kliear can be either brushed on or sprayed.

7. Cut each decal from the sheet as needed. Do not trim the clear varnish finish to close to the decal. Submerge the
decal in warm water for about 10 seconds and remove to a flat surface and wait for the decal to release from
the backing sheet. A small amount of washing up liquid in the warm water helps the decal release from the sheet.

8. These decals do not require a decal setting solution to lay flat or to conform to the model contours.

9. With a pair of tweezers to hold the backing sheet, slide the decal in position on the moedel using a small soft
brush. Do not use an old painting brush as bits can get under the decal.

10, Carefully remove any excess water with a soft cloth or tissue once you are happy with the position of the decal.
Should you make a mistake, dip a brush in the warm water and ease under the edge of the decal. The decal will
then easily move to the correct position and again remove the excess water.

41. When the decals are completely dry, gently wipe off all excess decal adhesive.

12. Leave the mode! to dry compietely, spray or paint over the decals with a further coat of Klear or gloss.

13. Should the decal silver for any reason, this is because small air bubbles are under the decal. If found, prick with
a pin and apply a small drop of Micro Sol to the decal and allow to dry for up to 12 hours.

14. Finally, coat the model with the required finish, either gloss, semi gloss or matt.

15. Decals are best stored flat and in a cool, dry place and should not be stored in direct sunlight, hot or humid
conditions.

16. Should you have any problems with these decals please contact us at the address below,

The Aviation Warkshop Publications Lid is licensed
to produce Brtish Miftary Roundels, fifles. badges & Crests.
These ifems are Registered Trade Marks and Crown
Copynght and are used under icence granted from the
Secratary of State for Defence, 2006,

The Aviation Workshop
13 Charlton Road, Wantage,
Oxon, OX12 BEP, UK
www theaviationworkshop.co.uk
Email:aviation-workshop@btconnect.com



