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Blackburn Skua (I L3007 757 Sguadron, Mo.1 Naval Alr Gunner's
Schoal, Worthy Down, August 1838

L3007 s one of at least three Skuas (L3008, LIOOT & LIOODB) which ware
converied 1o target tuge. This was done as they were bull, 0 thair
markings ware factory finish quality and identical in pattern. The colours
ware identification Yellow and Night. The stripes baing 36" wide at an
angle of 60 dagress and 45 degress on tha enging cowling. Mois. as
L3007 was pesmanently iand-besed, the aircraft had to conform fo
regulations and display large under-wing sedals. Mo winching gear is
vislble on the reference availate, which may Indicate it either being
sltusted in the gunner's posiion or not fited ai thatl time. Fuselage
roundeds ase approximaiely 307 In diamater. Upper wing roundals are
approximately 407 in diamater and under wing roundels 35" in diameter,
Raference used: pd84 'Jazzed-up Skua' by PJRM Aircraft liesirated,
Decamber 1970 & paT2 Dazzle-painted Blackburn Skuas' by lan Hunlley,
Alrcraft llustrated, Septembaer 1974
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The Beackburn Skua was the firsl oparational monoplane to antar
sandice with the FAA, |1 was also the firsl purposs-designe d
dive-bombar io be specfied by the Admiralty, In total 180 alrcraft
warg produced between August 1838 and March 1840, The first
squadron 1o receive Skuas was 800 Squadron on HMS Ask Royal,
roplacing thewr Hawker Mimrods and Ospreys. Skues also later
squipped B01 and BO3 Sguadrons, alse on HMS Ark Royal, and
806 Squadron &t Eastaigh. The Blackbum Skua proved fo be
owtmatched by its anemy counterparts. However, i gave vaiuable
sarvice m the MNorwepgian campaign, the evacuation of Dunkirk
and in the bembing of tha German cruiser Konigsberg and Vichy
Franch battleship Richalieu, They remained oparathonal untll 1041
whan they ware replaced by Fuimars and Sea Hurrcanas,
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Tha Supermarine Walrus (known universally s the 'Shagbat’) was,
perhaps along with the Fairy Swordfish, the most famous and well-liked
aircrafl of the pre-WW2 era. s ugliness did not deter naval pilots from
their respect for this aircraft. It proved iis dependabiity throwgh ten years
of sarvica, fiying in avery theatre and undertaking robes i was never
designed fo carry oull Although # was armed. s main role was as a
spoller-reconnamsance aircraft, acting as the eyes of the Fieet” From
1841 onwards it also gained fame in the role of air sea rescue duties with
the RAF. Developed from the Seagull V amphidian, the Wairus undenook
its sea Irals with HMS Netson in 1935, A tefal of 744 aircrafl were budt
before production ceased In January 1844,

As amphibians, Walrus aircrafl weare reated with 8 specialised waterproof
celulose to their fuselage called, ‘Supermaring Seaplane Grey' which is
reckoned i ba malched by or very close to BSC 381: No 30 French Grey
of 1930 and BS 630 French Grey of BS 381: 13988 edition. This colour is
actuglly 8 pale green-grey which tended 1o give them o more Ratter,
darker and less reflective surface. It is interesting to note that on soma
Walrus aircralt, fuselage sanals appear with whita outlines - a lechnigue
normally reserved for aircraft with darker surfaces. All other fabrc
surfaces would have baen treated wilh the more traditional silver dope.

Supermarine Walrus | Spotter-R ks Amphibian KB3MXTES T18
Fiight, HMS Exeler, 8th. Crulser Squadron, America & West Indles Station,
1937

KB8343 spent all of har Flaet sanice with the 8th. Cruiser Squadron on the
Amarica and West Indies Station, Firsl with HMS York then as 7BE' with HMS
Exgter. It than returned to HMS York as 'TBB' then back to HMS Exeter in fale
1839, Its fate was io be jettisonad overboard priof to the commencemant af the
Battle of thé River Plate in December 1938, Fuselage roundels ware

approximataly 25 in diametar, Wing roundels were approximately 85 in
diarmatar, Fusaliage and rudder sarials ware B° in haight and in black.

Referance usad: p.8% 'Fieat Air Arrm Aircrafl, Units and Ships 1920 to 1839° by
Ray Sturthvant with Dick Cronin, Air-Britain (Historans) Lid., 1888.
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Fairey Swordfish M.l Torpede Spotter Reconnai HSOE0/GAK
823 Squadron, HMS Glorious, Mediterranean Fleet, mid-1839

KE060 joined 823 Squadron, on HMS Glorous in the Mediterranaan in
MHovembar 1936, The aircrall was originally coded '802'. This code
remainad on the under surfaces of he ©Op wing even afer two furthar
squadron changes! K5960 then went to 812 Sguadron as 60, still with
HMS Glarious in 1938, Then it went back to 823 Squadron as "G4K' in
February 1638, The awcrafi's final Service for the navy was with 3
Anti-Aircraft Co-operation Unil at Kalafrana in late 1939, Fuselage
roundels were 257 in diameter, Wing roundels were 55° in diameter.
Ruddar senals ware in black and 8 in hasght.

Relferance used: p.114 'Flesl Ax Asm Aircrall, Unils and Ships 1920 o

// 1939° by Ray Sturtheant with Dick Cronin, Air-Britain (Hislonans) Lid, 1998,
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Camouflage for FAA a‘i'rial‘l had been under n planning stages since
1937, Bul il was only r tha Munich Crisis in Septembser 1938 that it
was desmed priorty for all front line operational ascrafl. Thus. by early
1439, most Walrus aicrafl operating in honwe waters had adopted the
four-colour Shadow Compensation Schema. This consistid of Extra Dark
Spa Greyl Dark Slate Grey on the top wing, upper surfaces and lop half
of the fuselage and Dark Sea GreyiLight Slate Grey on the upper surface
of the lower wing. All under surfaces and lower hall of e fuselage ware
painied Sky Grey. Whie the Admisally supplied Flest Orders and
diagrams, this eary period of the use ol camouflage saw diverse
interpretabion in ils application. Bright markings and roundel colowrs
conlineed well into 1936,
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Supermarine Walrus | Spotter-Reconnalssanc & Amphibian
L2236/GOL 712 Squadron, HMS Cumberland, 2Znd Cruiser
Squadren, Home Fisat, July 1939

L2236 joned 712 Squadron and its ship, HMS Cumberiand, in November
1938, By this time the use of colourful fuselage bands and chewrons had
virlually disappeared from front line aircraft, 1o be replacad in 1939 with a
|eternumberetier code. This being & similar coding a5 used by the RAF
but without the incarporation of the fuselage roundel, The code ‘GAL" of
L2736 pronounced it was part of the 2nd Cruiser Sguadron (G), an
amphibian spolier-reconnaissance awcraft (9) and its individual aircraft
jettar (U} L2236 conformed to Admiralty Flesl Orders four colour
camouflage scheme, bul 8t this tme it was deemed unnecessary 1o
camoullage the engime nacele and fin which were painted Sea Grey.
Fuselage roundels were approxmalely 25° in diageles. Wing roundels
weie Epproxmately 60° in diameler. Fuselage sonals were d
non-skandard 4° i height and in black.

Reference used’ p.14 ‘Flost Air Arm Aircraft, Units and Sheps 1920 to
193% by Ray Sturlivant with Dick Cromn, Aw-Britain (Histonans) Lict..
1998 and p.40 The Squadrons of the Fleel Air Arm' by Ray Sturtivant,
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Gloster Sea Gladiator N551WGEA 802 Squadron, HMS Glorious,
Mediierranean Float, 1939,

N5519 joined 802 Squadron on HMS Glorious in May 1939, 802 Sguadron
must have been one of the few FAA fighter squadrons still carmping
cotourful wing markings at this lime, as many had converied fo
camouflage. This insignificant aircralt was lser theust into FAA legend, for
i April 1640 it was crabed as spares on HMS Glorious. and sent to Aboukir.
These it was sssembled and given camouflage markings befose Deing
re-crated and senl io Malta. Here, a5 part of the Hal Far Fighter Flight, it
was re-coded 'R and later, became part of the Faith, Hope and Charity”
myth. While only thres or four aircraft weee operational at any tme, there
were other Gladsators siill crated and these were continually cannibalised
for parts, N5519 evoived as the aircraft, ‘Charity' and fougil through the
most critical siages of the island’s defence. nevitably, N5515 was shot
down on 29 July 1940, 'Faity' being the only suniving Sea Gladiator.
Fusetage roundels wers 25" in diameter, Upper wing and lower wing
roundels were 40" in diameter. Fuselage and rudder serials were black
and B n haight. Relerence used: p36 ‘Gloster Gladistor by Tom Spencer,

The Gloster Gladiator and Sea Gladiator wese the last biplane
fighters fof the RAF and FAR. The Sea Gladiator had bew
differences from s RAF counterpart. These were the inclusion
of catapult points on the fusslage, a deck-arester hook and an
miflatanes Ainghy In & bulged fairing baneath the fuselage. In botal
only 98 were progduced, 60 buil specifically for the FAA and 38
‘interim' wersions converted from RAF Gladiators. The Sea
Gladiaior was brought into service 1o replace the Hawker Nimrod
wnilil the new monoplane Blackbum Skua was lully devesoped, In
theory, the Sea Gladator was ouldated when compared with the
modern monoplanes, which il wowld be fighting against from
Septernber 1938 onwards. However, as & siop gap measure
and, agains! odds of far superior aircrafl. it sarved the FAA wed
through the critical phases of the pré-war expansion programime
and the first hwo years of the war. It remained as a front line
aircral until 1941 when it was superseded by the Grumman
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The Hawhar Nimrod was introduced in the FAA in 1832 |

as a replacement fof the Fairy Flycaicher. It was the
naval version of the RAF's Hawker Fury, Thers were
markad differences to the Fury. The Nimrod had a
greater wing span and extra equipment such as
floatation compartments in wings and fuselage and, later,
a deck-landing armrestar
produced @ sdightly reducad performance than that of the
Fury. The first producton Mimrod bs went 1o 408 Flight on
HMS Gilorious and 402 Flight on HMS Furtous in 1831,
By February 1834, tha Mi
These had swepl-back
surfaces, an upgraded Hestel V engine and- arresier
hook as standard, A fotal of 56 Mask Is and 30 Mark lis
wars built. Mimrods were stifl serving with 802 Squadron
aboard HMS Glorous in May 1938, but by the outbreak
of war they had disappeared from the front line
[pay -8

hook. These diffecences

il had been dewveloped.
s, Blightly enlarged tail
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Hawhkar Mimrod | Flast Fighter S15TR/5T1
Glorlous, Mediterranean Flast, 1832,

51578 wae one of the first batch of production aircrafi built at
Kingston and delivered to 408 Flight on HMS Glarious in Novembar
1831. It spant all As service life on HMS Giloricus with both 408 Flight
and BOZ2 Squadron, finally baing transferred o T58 Sguadron at
Eastiaigh whare it was used in Talegraphist Air Gunnar Training. The
pircraft was clearly a Flight Commander's machine, bearing the
additional chequer markings on upper wing and fin. Notably the
markings pre-date the yeliow diamonds and bars markings, which
H0Z Squadron adopted. Mote also that the Fiest Number is repeated
on the under wing surfaces. Most FAA aircraft at this time did not
carry any wnder wing markings apart from roundeis. Fuselags
roundels wers approximately 25" diameter. Upper wing roundals
ware approximately S0° diameter. Under wing roundels were
approximalety 35° diamater. Rudder senials were approximataly & in
hesght and in black, outlined in white. Under wing Fisat Number was
approximately 307 in eight and in black.

Referance used: p.65 'Hawker Fury and Nimrod' by Alan W Hall,
Agrcraf in Detall, Scale Aircraft Modelling, Decembes 1863,
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Model Alliance Decais - UK & The Aviation Workshop are trading names of

The Aviation Workshop Publications Ltd & Gary Madgwick.
The On-Target Publications, AlRframe Journal, Spot-Lights & Conflict

jAirWars are all names registered to The Aviation Workshop

Publications Ltd and may not be used without the permission in writing

of the The Aviation Workshop Publications Ltd.
These decails and all artwoerk are copyright The Aviation Workshop
Publications Ltd 20089
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Decals Instructions:
These decals are a high quality product produced for Model Alliance Decals - UK by
Fantasy Print Shop. The decals are very thin but very strong and flexible.

1. Before painting the model, clean with ‘Model Wipes'. This cleans the grease and any dust from
the surface.

2. We recommend that you wear ‘Model Gloves’ to handle the model whilst preparing it for painting.

3. For best results, spray the model with a Light Grey primer, any defects can then be made good.

4. For demarcation and camouflage lines, we recommend that you use Masking Film.

5. If you wish to use a decal fixing and finishing system, we recommend you use the Microscale System, do
not use strong decals solvents such as Solvaset.

& Once you are happy with the painting of the model, coat it in a clear gloss finish, this can either be over the
entire model if the model is finished glossy or spot gloss finish in the area’s that have a decal. A good surface
finish are clear floor shine’s such as Johnson wax - Klear. This is sold under different names around the world.
Kiear can be either brushed on or sprayed.

7. Cut each decal from the sheet as needed. Do not trim the clear varnish finish to clese to the decal. Submerge the
decal in warm water for about 10 seconds and remove to a flat surface and wait for the decal to release from
the backing sheet. A small amount of washing up liquid in the warm water helps the decal release from the sheet.

B. These decals do not require a decal setting solution to lay flat or to conform to the model contours.

9. With a pair of tweezers to hold the backing sheet, slide the decal in position on the model using a small soft
brush. Do not use an old painting brush as bits can get under the decal.

10. Carefully remove any excess water with a soft cloth or tissue once you are happy with the position of the decal.
Should you make a mistake, dip a brush in the warm water and ease under the edge of the decal. The decal will
then easily move to the correct position and again remove the excess water.

4141. When the decals are completely dry, gently wipe off all excess decal adhesive.

12. Leave the model to dry compietely, spray or paint over the decails with a further coat of Klear or gloss.

13. Should the decal silver for any reason, this is because small air bubbles are under the decal. If found, prick with
a pin and apply a small drop of Micro Sol to the decal and allow to dry for up to 12 hours.

14. Finally, cnat_ihe model with the required finish, either gloss, semi gloss or matt.

15. Decals are best stored flat and in a cool, dry place and shouid not be stored in direct sunlight, hot or humid
conditions.

46. Should you have any problems with these decals please contact us at the address below.

The Aviation Workshop Publications Lid is icensed
to produce Brtish Military Roundais, itles, badges & Cresis
These ifems are Registered Trade Marks and Crown
Copyright and are used under icence granted from the
Secretary of State for Defence, 2008,

The Aviation Workshop
13 Chariton Road, Wantage.,
Oon, OX12 BEP, UK
www. theaviationworkshop.co.uk
Email:aviation-workshop@btconnect.com



